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In Washington, May 3-4

ROLES OF NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES IN HOMELAND SECURITY, HOMELAND DEFENSE, DISASTER RESPONSE ARE FOCUS OF COMMISSION HEARINGS
The second in a series of public hearings on the current and future roles of the National Guard and reserves in meeting the nation’s security needs, at home and abroad, will be held in Washington May 3-4.  Conducted by the independent Commission on the National Guard and Reserves, which is charged by Congress to recommend any needed changes to the laws and policies under which the National Guard and reserves operate, the hearings will focus on the appropriate roles to be played by the nation’s reservists in homeland security, homeland defense, and disaster response.  Testifying will be top federal officials and military commanders with responsibility for homeland defense and security, and homeland security experts.  The schedule is as follows:

Wednesday, May 3

9:30 AM – Noon
· Secretary George W. Foresman, Undersecretary for Preparedness, Department of Homeland Security

· Secretary Paul McHale, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense
· Admiral Timothy J. Keating, USN, Commander, North American Aerospace Defense Command, and Commander, U.S. Northern Command

1:30 PM – 4:00 PM

· Lieutenant General H. Steven Blum, USA, Chief, National Guard Bureau

· Major General Roger P. Lempke, ANG, President, Adjutants General Association of the United States, and Adjutant General, State of Nebraska
· Rear Admiral Kenneth T. Venuto, USCG, Assistant Commandant for Human Resources
Thursday, May 4

9:30 AM – Noon 
· Honorable John O. Marsh, Jr., Distinguished Professor of Law, George Mason University

· Frank J. Cilluffo, Associate Vice President for Homeland Security, and Director, Homeland Security Policy Institute, The George Washington University

· Dr. James J. Carafano, Senior Research Fellow, Defense and Homeland Security, The Heritage Foundation

The hearings will be held in the National Transportation Safety Board Conference Center, 429 L’Enfant Plaza, S.W.  (The street entrance is located on lower 10th Street, just below the L’Enfant Plaza Promenade running between D Street and Frontage Road.)
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Information on Commission members is available at http://www.cngr.gov/about-us.commissioners.asp.  
Looking ahead: The Commission’s next public hearing will be held in Washington on June 15.  In that hearing, a panel of governors will testify on the roles of the National Guard and reserves in homeland security and disaster response.

_______________

Officially underway in March, the 13-member Commission on the National Guard and Reserves is devoting a year to a comprehensive study of the reserve components’ roles and missions, capabilities, organization and structure, training, readiness, compensation and benefits, career paths, and funding.  Members have been appointed by the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and the Secretary of Defense, and the Commission's interim and final reports will be delivered to them.

_______________
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