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Make Room There, Chiefs, ‘Cause the Guard May be Moving In

By Anne Plummer, CQ Staff

Sen. Christopher S. Bond, R-Mo., says he plans to push legislation this year that the Pentagon won’t like.

It would give the National Guard a four-star leader who would sit at the table with the Joint Chiefs of Staff and weigh in on budget and policy decisions along with those representing the other armed services.

Bond’s proposal would also allow the Guard some control over procurement spending. Currently, the Guard takes whatever it is given and learns of major policy changes after the fact.

“I know that some of our friends at the Pentagon will have a minimum amount of high enthusiasm for it. . . . I think the Guard and Reserve deserve more,” Bond said. 
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