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In Washington, January 31
IN PREPARATION FOR MARCH 1 REPORT, GUARD AND RESERVE COMMISSION TO HEAR FROM CHAIRMAN OF JOINT CHIEFS, SECRETARY OF ARMY, CHIEF OF NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU 
As the Commission on the National Guard and Reserves makes final preparations for a required March 1 report to Congress on legislative proposals to increase the responsibilities of National Guard leadership and change how the Guard is organized and funded, Commissioners will hear from three military leaders whose views on the proposals are considered essential to their analysis.  On January 31, testimony will be presented by
· General Peter Pace, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

· Dr. Francis J. Harvey, Secretary of the Army

· Lt. General H. Steven Blum, Chief of the National Guard Bureau

The 2007 National Defense Authorization Act expanded the responsibilities Congress originally assigned to the independent Commission, which was formally launched in March 2006.  Specifically, Congress added a requirement to report on the advisability and feasibility of implementing the provisions of two bills introduced in the 109th Congress – S.2658, introduced by Missouri Senator Kit Bond and Vermont Senator Patrick Leahy, and H.R.5200, introduced by Virginia Rep. Thomas Davis and Mississippi Rep. Gene Taylor – and of making other changes in the way the National Guard is led, organized, and funded.  The two bills propose to make the National Guard Bureau (NGB) a joint activity of the Defense Department, rather than the Army and Air Force; make the Chief of the NGB a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; give the NGB more authority to coordinate the use of the Guard for contingency operations, military operations other than war, natural disasters, support of civil authorities, and “other circumstances”; and make other changes affecting National Guard leadership and funding.

Information on hearing location and witness schedule will be sent to news organizations and posted on the Commission’s Web site – www.cngr.gov – the week prior to the hearing.

Contact:

Mike Brown, 703-699-2854, 703-901-7835 (cell), or Michael.Brown@wso.whs.mil
Laura Waxman, 703-699-2875, 202-489-7534 (cell), or Laura.Waxman@wso.whs.mil
__________________
Officially under way in March 2006, the 13-member Commission on the National Guard and Reserves is conducting a comprehensive study of the reserve components’ roles and missions, capabilities, organization and structure, training, readiness, compensation and benefits, career paths, and funding.  Members were appointed by the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and the Secretary of Defense, and the Commission’s final report containing recommendations for needed  changes in laws and policies will be delivered to them by January 31, 2008.
__________________
