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In Washington, December 13-14
COMMISSION HEARING WILL EXAMINE PROPOSED CHANGES IN ORGANIZATION, RESOURCING OF NATIONAL GUARD
A Capitol Hill hearing conducted December 13 and 14 by the independent Commission on the National Guard and Reserves will focus on legislative proposals to increase the responsibilities of the National Guard, expand the role of the Chief of the National Guard Bureau, create a separate budget for National Guard training and equipment, and make other changes in the Guard’s current role and status.  
In an expansion of the Commission’s original charter, the 2007 National Defense Authorization Act directs Commissioners to assess the advisability and feasibility of implementing provisions of two bills introduced in the 109th Congress that would change how the reserve components of the U.S. military, particularly the National Guard, would be organized and resourced to meet both overseas and homeland missions, and to report to Congress on their assessment no later than March 1, 2007. 
The hearing will be held in Room 2212 of the Rayburn House Office Building.  The opening session on December 13 begins at 8:00 A.M.  Scheduled for this session are Dr. David S. C. Chu, Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness, and Thomas F. Hall, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs.  George W. Foresman, Under Secretary for Preparedness, Department of Homeland Security, will testify at 10:00 A.M.  
The hearing continues on December 14 at 10:30 A.M. with testimony from General Peter J. Schoomaker, Chief of Staff, U.S. Army.  Scheduled for 11:45 A.M. are Michael W. Wynne, Secretary of the Air Force, and General T. Michael Moseley, Chief of Staff of the Air Force.
In the afternoon the hearing moves to Room 2216.  A 2:00 P.M. panel includes MG Roger P. Lempke, Adjutant General of Nebraska and President, Adjutants General Association of the United States; MG Raymond F. Rees, Adjutant General of Oregon; and MG R. Martin Umbarger, Adjutant General of Indiana and Chairman, National Guard Association of the United States.  

Any changes to the schedule or witness list will be posted to the Commission’s Web site at www.cngr.gov/press-room.asp.  A second hearing on the proposed “National Defense Enhancement and National Guard Empowerment Act of 2006” will take place January 9-10, 2007.
Contact:

Mike Brown, 703-699-2854, 703-901-7835 (cell), or Michael.Brown@wso.whs.mil
Laura Waxman, 703-699-2875, 202-489-7534 (cell), or Laura.Waxman@wso.whs.mil
__________________
Officially under way in March, the 13-member Commission on the National Guard and Reserves is conducting a comprehensive study of the reserve components’ roles and missions, capabilities, organization and structure, training, readiness, compensation and benefits, career paths, and funding.  Members have been appointed by the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and by the Secretary of Defense, and the Commission’s final report containing recommendations for needed  changes in laws and policies will be delivered to them.
__________________
