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In Washington, October 5
TOP NATO, JOINT FORCE COMMANDERS TO TESTIFY ON FUTURE OF NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES


Two of the nation’s top military commanders will testify October 5 in Washington in a hearing conducted by the independent commission that has been created to examine how the National Guard and Reserves should be tasked, organized, trained, equipped, compensated, and supported to best meet the national security requirements of the nation.

General James L. Jones, Commander of the U.S. European Command and top military commander of NATO forces, and General Lance Smith, Commander of the U.S. Joint Forces Command, have been invited by the Commission on the National Guard and Reserves to share their views on the priority issues affecting the U.S. military’s reserve component.  The specific topics to be covered at the hearing include:

· Meeting the challenges of accessing and utilizing reserve component personnel and units at a time of high operational tempo.

· Enhancing the capabilities of the National Guard and Reserves to meet the needs of the evolving security environment. 

· Improving the integration of reserve and active forces in order to enhance the capabilities and effectiveness of the total force.
· Using the lessons learned from Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom on how best to organize, train, and equip reserve component personnel and units.  


“We’re fortunate to be hearing from two senior military leaders whose extensive experience and sweeping responsibilities put them in a unique position to enlighten the work of our Commission,” said Commission Chairman Arnold L. Punaro.  “As Supreme Allied Commander of Europe, head of the U.S. European Command, and former Commandant of the United States Marine Corps, General Jones is able to provide critical input on the full array of issues we are examining, including vital capabilities the reserve component must contribute to meeting national security objectives, today and in the future.  And General Smith, as leader of the Joint Forces Command, is the force provider whose insights into how we ensure the nation has access to a highly capable and sustainable reserve component will be invaluable.” 

The October 5 hearing is the sixth in a series being conducted by the Commission.  It will be held in Room 2118 of the Rayburn House Office Building; testimony will begin at 9:00 a.m.
Contact:
Mike Brown, 703-699-2854, 703-901-7835 (cell), or Michael.Brown@wso.whs.mil
Laura Waxman, 703-699-2875, 202-489-7534 (cell), or Laura.Waxman@wso.whs.mil
__________________
Officially under way in March, the 13-member Commission on the National Guard and Reserves is conducting a comprehensive study of the reserve components’ roles and missions, capabilities, organization and structure, training, readiness, compensation and benefits, career paths, and funding.  Members have been appointed by the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and by the Secretary of Defense, and the Commission’s final report containing recommendations for needed  changes in laws and policies will be delivered to them.
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