NEWS


COMMISSION ON THE NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES
 2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 650, Arlington, VA 22202 · (703) 699-2800 · fax (703) 699-2846 · www.cngr.gov

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

October 17, 2006
2007 DEFENSE ACT CREATES NEW RESPONSIBILITIES FOR COMMISSION ON NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES

Panel to Report to Congress March 1 on Proposal to Elevate National Guard Bureau and Its Chief

The fiscal year 2007 National Defense Authorization Act signed into law by President Bush today expands the scope of responsibility Congress had originally assigned to the independent Commission on the National Guard and Reserves, which was formally launched in March 2006.  

To the Commission’s original charge – to recommend any changes in law and policy needed to ensure that the National Guard and Reserves are organized, trained, equipped, compensated, and supported to best meet national security requirements – it now adds a specific requirement to study several additional matters relating to the National Guard, including the advisability and feasibility of implementing the provisions of two bills introduced in the 109th Congress.  
S. 2658, introduced by Missouri Senator Kit Bond and Vermont Senator Patrick Leahy, and H.R. 5200, introduced by Virginia Representative Thomas Davis and Mississippi Representative Gene Taylor, would, in summary
· Make the National Guard Bureau (NGB) a joint activity of the Department of Defense, rather than a joint bureau of the Army and Air Force;
· Make the Chief of the NGB the principal adviser to the Secretary of Defense and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for National Guard matters;
· Make the Chief of the NGB a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff;

· Increase the grade of the Chief of the NGB to O-10, general;

· Add a requirement that the NGB facilitate and coordinate the use of National Guard personnel for contingency operations, military operations other than war, natural disasters, support of civil authorities, and “other circumstances”;
· Require separate budget documents for training and equipping the National Guard to provide military assistance to civil authorities and other domestic operations; and
· Require that the position of Deputy Commander of Northern Command be filled with a National Guard officer holding the rank of lieutenant general.
In addition to advising on the provisions of these bills, the new 2007 authorization act requires the Commission to report on
· The advisability and feasibility of permitting the Chief of the NGB to hold the rank of general in his current office, as an alternative to making him a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and increasing his rank;

· The advisability and feasibility of implementing the provisions of section 544 of H.R. 5122, which would permit activated National Guard officers to serve in both state and federal status as a means of achieving unity of command over units composed of both active duty and National Guard personnel; and
· The adequacy of Department of Defense processes for defining the equipment and funding necessary for the National Guard to meet its statutory responsibilities, including homeland defense and related missions.

The Commission is to report to Congress on these new charges no later than March 1, 2007.  In recognition of the complexity and comprehensive nature of the Commission’s initial charter, the deadline for a final report on all other statutory charges was extended to January 31, 2008.
“The Commission welcomes the opportunity to provide recommendations on some of the most important issues relating to the National Guard,” said Arnold L. Punaro, who chairs the Commission.  “These new requirements are consistent with the broad mandate of the Commission’s charter when it was originally created.  We are now incorporating them into our work plan.  We will deliver a March 2007 report that is responsive and that provides a framework for review of our recommendations.” 
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