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RESERVE CHIEFS, GUARD MEMBERS, RESERVISTS WILL TESTIFY ON RANGE OF ISSUES SHAPING FUTURE OF NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVES 

San Antonio Hearing is First Outside Washington

The fourth in a series of public hearings on the current and future roles of the National Guard and Reserves in meeting national security needs, including homeland security, will be held in San Antonio on July 19.  In its first hearing outside Washington, D.C., the independent Commission on the National Guard and Reserves will seek the views of both the top leaders and individual enlisted members of the seven reserve components.  
The military reserve chiefs have been invited to make policy recommendations in each of the Commission’s six focus areas: roles and missions; homeland security; personnel and compensation; mobilization and demobilization; readiness, training and equipping; and funding.  “This nation’s reserve components are now playing an operational role, but under policies developed for a strategic role,” says Commission Chairman Arnold L. Punaro.  “We want to get the reserve chiefs’ recommendations on changes needed in the laws and policies that support guard members and reservists, to ensure they’re able to best meet national security requirements, now and in the future.”

The enlisted panel will include National Guard members and reservists who were involuntarily mobilized after September 11, 2001.  The Commissioners want to hear from junior and mid-grade personnel on their first-hand experience with mobilization and demobilization, and on the factors that will be paramount in their personal decisions about reenlistment.

The hearing is being held in San Antonio’s La Mansion Del Rio Hotel, 112 College Street.  The reserve chiefs are scheduled to testify at 9:30 AM, the enlisted panel at 2:00 PM.  More information on witnesses and the hearing schedule will be posted on the Commission’s Web site, www.cngr.gov, and sent to news organizations.  The Web site also contains biographical information on Commission members.
Contact: 

Mike Brown, 703-699-2854, 703-901-7835 (cell), or Michael.Brown@wso.whs.mil 
Laura Waxman, 703-699-2875, 202-489-7534 (cell), or Laura.Waxman@wso.whs.mil

___________________
Officially under way in March, the 13-member Commission on the National Guard and Reserves is conducting a comprehensive study of the reserve components’ roles and missions, capabilities, organization and structure, training, readiness, compensation and benefits, career paths, and funding.  Members have been appointed by the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees and by the Secretary of Defense, and the Commission’s final report containing recommendations for needed  changes in laws and policies will be delivered to them.
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